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MIRROR for SABBATH BREAKERS, 


* 


CITIZENS, | 

HERE is ſcarce any thing wherein the depra- 

vity of man is more evinced, than by his ingra- 
titude to his bountiful BenefaGor : and what exhi- 
bits this in a ſtill more ſtriking light, is, that the ſenſe 
of honour and gratitude is ordinarily expreſſed in a 
more lively manner to the creature, than to the 
Creator. Single acts of beneficence, from men, like 
ourlelves, generally meet with more kindly returns, 
than innumerable inſtances of good-will from the 
moſt bountiful Creator. This ingrateful diſpoſition 
ſeems not only to appertain to individuals, but to 
the ſpecies: and hence it comes to pals, that we ſee 
not only ſingle perſons, whom providence has large- 
ly ſmiled upon, grow more remils in religious du- 
ties, and, Jeſhurun-like, when they wax fat, kick 
apainſt God; but even wholeggations and cities 
ſtand juſtly charged with W ? that as they 
advance in opulence and magnifice®, they increaſe 
in unthankfulneſs and ingratitude; let Iſrael and 
Judah witneſs, as nations; and Tyre and Sodom, 
as cities —But, we need not ranſack the annals of 
time, to illuſtrate a truth of which ſo many inſtances 
may be given. Britain, as a nation; and Glaſpow, 
as a City, give us recent inſtances of this heinous ſin 
of ingratitude. If we view ourſelves as a nation, 
how many evidences might be adduced! Scarce a 
nation under heaven have had ſuch honours confer- 
red; enjoyed inch privileges, civil and religious; 
experienced ſo many deliverances, ſpiritual and tein- 
porgl; 
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poral; poſſeſſed ſuch favours, ſpecial and common, 
as we have“: yet what returns of gratitude have 
ariſen from all theſe inſtances of kindneſs ? Have we 
given unto the Lord the glory due unto his name? 
Have we offered him the praiſe of thankſotving ? and 
paid unto him our vows ? Is not infidelity, immora- 
lity, and every abomination taking place ?—lf we 
conſider this place, in particular, as a city, what in- 
ſtances of ingratitude are to be found in it? If we 
conſider the means of grace we enjoy ; the ſucceſs 
and proſperity in trade we have met with ; the riches 
and opulence we are poſſeſt of, we may juſtly ſay, 
there are few cities can compete with us. But how 
have we requit the Moſt High for all this? Is not 
profanity, impiety, and every evil work to be found 
in our ſkirts? Have not all ranks, high and low, cor- 
rupted their ways? And have we not now, at laſt, 
fallen upon a method, by bringing in the Poſt, upon 
the Sabbath morning, and ſending him off at night, 
to baniſh religion from amongſt us, both in principle 
and practice? A ſcheme every way diſhonouring to 
God, injurious to his holy law, detrimental to the 
intereſts of religion, and pregnant with the moſt dire- 
ſul effects. A ſcheme ſo pernicious to the ſouls of 
men, that Satan himſelf, with all his emiſlaries, could 
not have ne 2 more effectual one, to com- 
plete our ruf and deſtruction. 

Brethren, you will no doubt, remember, that very 
-gradual ſteps have been taken to introduce this 
icheme. The uſual courſe of the Poſt was to arrive 


Our ingratitude might be eaſily expatiated upon, and ſhown to be 
monſtrouſly aggravated at this time: if we reflect. in- general, on the 
ſucceſs of our arms by ſea and land; the many conqueſts we have 
made, and how our enemies have been every where baffled in their 
attempts: and in particular, if we remember how the Lord protect- 
ed and delivered ns when 'we were not only threatened with an inva- 
fion. from our enemies, but our coaſts actually infeſted, may we not 
well ſay, We ſoon forgat his mighty works ? 

A 2 here 
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here on Monday morning about nine o'clock ; but 
after the laſt rebellion 1745, there was influence uſed 
[ſome ſay, by the publiſhers of the news- pa pers in 
this place,] to get the Glaſgow mail to arrive about 
three or four on Monday morning, ſoon thereafter 
at eleven on Sabbath night, and then, probably by the 
concurrence of ſome others, at eight on Sabbath even- 
iag. When the Poſt came in at this hou: t men- 
tioned, the news papers were indeed given on but 
no detters, till about two years ago, when they were 
delivered to them who ſent for them, at the reward 
of a penny each, over and above the poſtage. bout 
twelve months hence, a bold puſh was made to get the 
Poſt in upon the Sabbath morning at nine o'clocl;, 
This gradual method, together with exacting, for a 
time, ſomething more than the neat poltage, (hews 
us the illegality of the practice. However, there was 
ſuch opp0iition made to it, ſuch general diſcontent 
ſhewed at it, aud the illegality thereof ſo clearly e- 
vinced, both from the word of God, and the ftand- 
ing laws of the realm, that it was judged expedient 
to lay it aſide at that time, leſt the inceuſed populace 
ſhould have been influenced, from the practice of 
godly Nehemiah, chap. xiii. 15,—22. to have laid 
hands upon him, and expelled him from the city. 

This pernicious ſcheme hath b ſecretly con- 
+ ducted, and privately ſolicited for, ſince that time; 
and ſcarce ever heard of till it actually took place, 
on Sabbath the 27th of April laſt, when the Poſt real- 
ly came in on Sabbath morning, the Poſt-office ſet 
open, letrers and news papers delivered out, returns 
made'to them at night, and the Poſt ſent off. Aſto- 
niſhing profanity ! Tell it net in Gath, etc. 

This ſcheme, and the promoters of it, have been 
derided and lampoon'd: as to the propriety of this 
way of writing; or whether this be a proper ſubject 
to exerciſe it on or not, we ſhall not here determine: 


but as the ſubject is of the utmoſt importance, we 


think 
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think it merits to be gravely treated ; and it is in this 
light we ſhall eſſay it at preſent. And in doing ſo, we 
ſhall attempt, (t.) To ſhew the /infulne/s of it. (2.) 
Evince the divine diſpleaſure at Sabbath profanation, 
(3.) Obviate the pleas of the promoters for it. (4.) 
Conclude the whole with an expo/tulatory addreſs. 
I. We are to attempt to (hew the SixruLNEss of 
this ſcheme of turning the Sabbath into a Po/t-day. 
And this we ſhall eſſay, in the following particulars. 
1. It is ſinfal, as it is contrary to the expreſs letter 
of the law of God, Exod. xx. 8,—11. Remember the 
Sabbath. day, to keep it holy, etc. As the fourth com- 
mandment is a moral precept, ſo it is perpetually ob- 
ligatory to the end of time. To contemn the law 
of an earthly ſovereign is deemed very criminal : but 
how much more criminal 1s it, to trample upon the 
laws of him who is the ſovereign law-giver of heaven 
and earth? And is not the doing ſoa ſaying, upon the 
matter, Who ts the Lord that we ſhould obey him? 
2. It is ſinful, as it is contrary to many ſtanding 
laws of the realm, for the due obſervation of the Sab- 
bath, and againſt profaneneſs. W hich laws were clear- 
ly pointed out in pamphlets publiſhed on this ſub- 
ject laſt year, to which we refer you“. Alt is the 
happineſs of this realm, above many others, to have 
many good laws enacted, both for the preſervation 
of religion, and maintaining the rights and liberties 
of the ſubjects, and againſt all profanity and immo- 
rality. And therefore this ſcheme muſt be highly 
ſinful, as it hath not ſo much as civil authority to 
countenance it. That there is no civil ſanction to 
countenance this iniquitous practice, 1s what the 
chief promoters of this ſcheme ſeem to confeſs: for, 
if there were any, why hath it been ſo long dor- 
mant? Why any papers of ſubſcription required 


* See a pamphlet, intitled, the laws of God, and the laws of the 
realm, for the obſervation of the Sabbath, &c. 
from 
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from thoſe who want their letters delivered on the 
Sabbath? But, tho' there were any ſuch iniquitous 
law [bur it is ground of thankfulneſs there is none, 
nor can the keeneſt promoters ſhew any ſuch law] we 
ought to pay no regard to it, while it is repugnant 
to the divine law ; for, in that caſe, we ought rather 
to obey God than man. 

3. It is highly ſinful, as it is an alienating ſome 
part of that /acred day, to the managing our ſecular 
employments, by receiving, reading, and writing let- 
ters, which ought to be wholly employed in the re- 
ligious ſervice of God And if we ate todo NO work 
on the Sabbath, hov unaccountable mult it be for 
thoſe who employ a third part, othersa fourth; ſome 
the half, others the whole of that holy day in ſecular 
affairs? If they eſcaped not who deſpited Moſes' law; 
how can we expect to «c{cape that have the ſuperad- 
ded rye of Chriſt's finiſhing the work of redemption 


to commemorate, iecing, on this account, it is call- 


ed, The Lord's day? 
4. The ſinfulneſs of this ſcheme may be evinced, 


from its having a tendency not only to bring the 


Lord's day into diſrepute, but allo e perr contempt 
upon the holy ordinances, and ſacred inſtitutions of 
Go4; and to fill the taverns and coftee-houſes with 
crouds of people, to read news papers, and talk of 
public matters, even in time of public ordinances: and 
thereby thining his tabernacles, which he delights in- 
and deſpiſing his ordinances, which he is zealous for. 


And when this is the caſe, may not this inſcription 


be written upon all che churches, IcyaBop, The glo- 
ry is departed? 

5. It is linful, as it hath a tendency to exterminate 
all religicus principles from the minds of men, and 
rub off any religious impreſſions made by attending 
upon ordinances, even tho' the Poſt- office (ſhould not 
be opened till tive o'clock at night ; which will ſcarce- 


ly be allowed, if this practice is permitted to remain 
amopglt 
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amongſt us, in regard the principal traffie of the 
city is carried on by letters; it will ſoon be pled, 
that three hours time is too ſhort a ſpace to anſwer 
their letters. And it is the more likely to be fo, as 
it is well known, the Poſt-days are the throngeſt 
days of buſineſs Hath not this ſcheme then a native 
tendency. not only to fill our minds with unbeliey- 
ing thoughts of God, ſo as to hinder him from doing 
niany mighty works among us, in love and mercy ; 
but alſo to provoke him to depart cut of cur coaſts 
altogether ?—And then, i wnto you, ſays be, if / 
depart from you ! 

6. This ſcheme may be looked upon as highly ſin- 
ful becauſe it hath a native tendency to car the con- 
ſcience in a courſe rf ſim; and thereby pave the 
way to, and be introductory of many other degrees 
of Sabbath profanation. And who knows, but in 
proceſs of time, it may be pled neceliary to open 
ware-houſes and ſhops, to anſwer commiſſions? And 
even mechanics employed to forward bulinels on 
that holy day? 4h ! ſinful people. 

7. It is ſinful, as it occaſions ſeveral horſes to ride, 
and men to be employed unneceſſarily; we ſay, un- 
neceſſarily, in regard, there is no valuable end gain- 
ed by it: we have no more Poſt-days by it; for, 
ſince the Poſt came in, and went away on the Sab- 
bath, there is one day in the week, on which he uſed 
to ride, that he muſt be unemployed. And can ſuch 
an unaccountable profanation of that holy day, be 
viewed in any other light, than a pouring the great- 
eſt contempt upon all religion, both in principle and 
practice, and a bold ſtroke at all practical godlineſs? 
In it thou ſhalt not do any work, —-neither thy Max- 
SERVANT,—70Y thy CATTLE, 

8. It is unaccountably ſinful to diſpenſe with the 
binding obligation of this moral precept, as it hatha 
tendency, by the fame parity of reaſon, to bring the 
ather moral precepls the law of God into diſrepute ; 
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and influence others to call in queſtion. the whole 
moral lau, or ten commandments : for all the com- 
mands are of the ſame antiquity; delivered by the 
ſame Author; have equal place in the decalogue ; 
have the ſame honour of being ſpoken and written 
on tables of ſtone by God; and have the like dignity 
conferred on them of being placed in the ark of the 
covenant. Shall we break the commandment and pro- 
ſper? And if kings are to adhere to, and nt turn as 
ide from the commandment, (Deut. xvii. 20.) how 


incongruous is it for petty ſubjects to infringe them ? 


Ie that offendeth in one point is guilty of all. 


9. This ſcheme is ſinful, as it is pregnant with 
many other ſins and abominations. Sabbath profana- 


tion never comes alone, but hath many other ini- 


quities that are concomitants or attendants thereof: 


ſwearing, drunkennels, theft, idleneſs, and all man- 
ner of uncleanneſs generally accompany it. And 
hence it is, that ſcarce any who have been driven on, 
from one courſe of wickedneſs to another, till it ter- 
minated in an untimely end, but have acknowledg- 
ed that the breach of God's holy law, and profaning 
the Sabbath was introductory to their ruin. | 
10. It is ſinful, as it will undoubtedly intail ruin 
upon the riſing generation, who will be introduced 
into the world with, trained up in, and inured 
to Sabbath profanation; which will inevitably ex- 
pole them to the diſpleaſure of heaven, and finally 
terminate in their deſtruction; ſeeing the Almighty 
many times viſits the iniquities of the fathers upon 
the children. And will we not, on thar account, 
ſtand juſtly charged with concealing God's law from 
our children, and with not faithfully tranſmitting his 


truths down to the generation following, that they + 


might praiſe the Lord, and ſet their hope in God ? 


Pal. Ixxvii. 1,—7. ——Szwrely this iniquity ſhall not 


be purged from you, till ye die, a. xxii. 13. 
II. We ſhall now endeavour to evince the Divixs 

BISFLEASURE at Sabbath prefanation; by preſenting 

a few 
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fe inſtances of the judgments and deſolations that 
Sabbath profanation hath brought upon nations and 
places. | 

t. The divine diſpleaſure at Sabbath profanation 


is evident, from its being made a capital crime, and 


capitally puniſhed : that it is a capital crime, is evi- 
dent from Exod. xxxi. 12,--17 ; where it is declared, 
that every one that defileth the Sabbath, ſhall furel 

be put to death : and whoſoever doth any work herds 
in. | but the works, of piety and mercy, ] hall be cut 
off from amongſt the people, he ſhall ſurely be put to 
death. And that it was capztally puniſhed, is clear 
from Numb. xv. 32,—36. where we read of one 


ſtoned to death, by all the congregation, for gather- 


ing ſticks on the Sabbath day. Is not contempt and 
profanation of the Sabbath an iniquity to be puniſh- 
ed by the judges ? | 

2. The Divine diſpleaſure againſt Sabbath-breakers, 
is further evident, in regard it is one of the fins 
charged upon lſracl, as the procuring cauſe of their 
being /ed captive to Babylon, and many of their car- 
caſes falling in the wilderneſs, Ezek. xx. 12, 13, 21. 
and xxi. 8. and 15. compared. I gave them my 
Sabbaths, but my Sabbaths they greatly polluted and 
profaned ; then I ſaid, I will ſcatter them among the 
heathen, and diſperſe them in the countries, and pour 
out my fury upon them in the wilderneſs to conſume 
the 

3. The divine diſpleaſure againſt profaning the 
Sabbath is abandantly evinced by the ruin and de- 
ſtruction it browg ht upon Jeruſalem, Jer. xvii. 15, 22. 
27. Thus ſaith the Lord, take heed to yourſelves, 
and bear ng burdens on the Sabbath-day, ner bring it 
into the gates of Jeruſalem, neither carry forth a 
bur den out of your houſes on the Sabbath-day ; neither 
do ye any work, but hallow ye the Sabbath-day, as 1 
eeommanded your fathers. — but if you will not heark- 
ents me ts hallew the Sabbath-day,--then will I kindle 
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a fire in the gates thereof, and it ſhall devour the pa- 


laces of Jeruſalem, and it ſhall not be quenched. This 
was literally accompliſhed, when Jeruſalem was 
beſieged, and laid in aſhes. What was, written aſare- 


time, was written for our learning. And becauſe J 


will do theſe things unto thee, prepare to meet thy 
God, Amos iv. 12. 

To ſet this matter ftill in a clearer light, we might 
cite many inſtances of the Almighty's diſpleaſure at 


Sabbath profanation, recorded in the writings ot pi- 


ous and judicious authors. We ſhall ſelect a few of 


many.— Dr Beaxp, in His theatre of God's judgments 


p. 419, 420. intorms us, That Stratford, upon Avon, 
was twice, on the ſame day twelve month, (being 
the Lord's day,) almoſt conſumed with fire ; chiefly 
for profaning the Lord's day. And that Feverton, 
in Devonlkire, (being often told- that God would 
bring ſome heavy, judgment on the town for their 


horrible profanation of the Lord's day,) was, Annis 


1598, and 1612, wholly conſumed with fire, except 
the church, the court houſe, and a few poor peoples 
dwellings. -Dr Twiss, on the Sabbath, acquaints us, 
that at London, Jan. 13th, 158 3. a great multitnde 
of profane people being conveened on the Sabbath- 
day, to ſee the {port of bear-baiting, the Lord, to 
ſhew his ditplcature at ſuch wickedneſs, ſuddenly 
cauſed the ſcaffolds to fall down, by which many 
were killed, hurt, and bruiſed. And Anno 1643. 


. fourteen young men playing at foot-ball, on the 


Lord's day, on the river Trent, in time of a great 
froſt, the ice fuddenly brake, and they were all 
drovwned.—Mr CLarx. in his Mirror, Ste. narrates 
many inſtances of vilible and ſudden judgments 
coming upon Sabbath breakers; ſuch as, ſome 
drowned ſkyting on the Lord's day; others dropt 
down dead dancing, and ſome having their houſes 
ſhops, barns, etc. burnt down for working, dancing, 
and otherwiſe rcgaling themſelves in them on the 

Lord's 
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Lord's day. And particularly he relates a ſtory of 
Oundle, in Northampton ſhire, (which was hainouſ- 
ly guilty of profaning the Lord's-day, and (lighted 
all admonitions given them,) that they were terribly 
frightned, upon a Sabbath evening, after they had 
retired to their houſes from taking their diverſions, 
« by hearing a great noiſe, and rattling of chains up 
* and down the town, which was accompanied with 
ſuch a ſmell and ſtink of fire and brimſt one, that 
* many of theirguilty conſciences ſuggeited to them, 
* that the devil was come to fetch them away quick 
into hell;” The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, 
and all the nations that forget Cod, Plal. 9. 17. 
We ſhall now conclude this head, with narrat- 
ing a remarkable inſtance in our own country, 
in the memory of many yet alive. It is well known 
that Kirkcaldy was once the only flouriſhing ſea- 
port town on the eaſt coaſt of Fife; had a great 
number of ſhips employed at ſea; uſed to ſerve 
moſt of the towns on the eaſt-coaſt with the Dutch 
commodities : but about 45 years ago, on a Sab- 
bath-day, there ſuddenly came a great (ſwelling 
ſea, with large ſholes of herring : Intimation of this 
preſently came to church, in time of divine ſervice 
when all concerned in the fiſhing trade, went im- 
mediately to ſea with their boats. "The pious Mr 
Wardrobe being informed of the occaſion. of the 
diſturbance, earneſtly exhorted the people to remain 
in their ſeats; but they would not: he then, in a 
grave and ſolemn manner, denounced the judgments 
of God upon the place; affirming, that from that 
day forth, their proſperity was at an end. That this 
hath been remarkably verified, is evident to all that 
know the place : it is now become quite dead in 
buſineſs, has ſcarce a ſingle ſhip at ſea, and hardly 
any thing but poor mechanics in every quarter of it, 
and few herrings ever taken there ſince. Stand in 


we, and ſin not. 
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III. We ſhall now proceed to obviate the Pix 
of the promoters of this ſcheme. And the much boaſted 
of Plea they make uſe of for this new Regulation, is 
drawn from an act of the Britiſh Parliament, in the 
ninth year of ©. Anne 1711, eſtabliſhing a general 

olt-office for all her Majeſty's Dominions; wherein 
it is enacted “ Thar from, and after the firſt day 
* of June 1711, no perſon or perſons, ſhall preſume 
F wittingly, willingly, or knowingly, to apen, de- 
&* tain, or delay—any letter or packet, after the lame 
* is, or ſhall be delivered into the general, or other 
Poſt- offices. before delivery to the perſons to 
« whom they are directed, - under the penalty of 
* 20 L. Sterling.” 

That all letters ſhould be ſpeedily forwarded, to 

the perſons to whom they are directed, is highly re- 

uiſite : but is there any thing here to warrant their 
. forwarded on the Sabbath? and that too in 
ſuch a manner as to oblige returns to be made to 
them on the ſame day? If this was the ſenſe of 
the act, why hath it been ſo long unpractiſed? It is 
ſomewhat ſtrange, that, for near theſe fifty years by- 

one, this matter ſhould ly dormant. But that no 
ach thing was intended by the act, is apparent; be- 
cauſe the very money that is therein appointed to be 
paid in to the Exchequer is not to be paid upon any 
holy-day; if ſo, then ſurely no money is to be re- 
ceived or paid upon Sabbath. — That the act 1711, 
eſtabliſhing one general Poſt- office, is not to incroach 

pon, or enervate any laws made againſt profanity, 
or the due obſervation of the Sabbath, is abundantly 
evident from the folęration act, in the year followin 
1712; in which act, whatever exceptionable things 
may be found in it, there is-this one thing com- 
mendable, that all the good laws, made for the ſancti- 
fication of the Sabbath, and againſt profanity, are ra - 
ified and confirmed. 

Again, It is affirmed, by the promoters of this 


ſcheme, 


E 
ſcheme, that ſome other * have the Poſt on Sab · 
bath; and why may not we? and that, among our- 
ſelves, there are many other things done on the Sab- 
bath, that are as ſinful as receiving and writing let- 
ters about buſineſs: and though theſe things have 
been continued in for many years, and ſtill practiſed 
more and more, yet the city is flouriſhing in trade, 
and increaſing in opulenee; which is an evidence, 
that they are not ſa offenſive in the ſight of Heaven, 
as ſome would have us believe. — A ſtrange way of 
reaſoning indeed, that the goodneſs, mercy, and for- 
bearance of God, in deferring to inflict judgments 
upon a ſinning people, ſhould be made uſe of as an 
argument to continue and increaſle in iniquity : this 
is juſt tne language of profane ſcorners, of whom the 
apoitle Peter, ſpeaks, who fay, Where us the promiſe 
of his coming? for, ſince the fathers fell aſlcep, all 
things continue as they were from the beginning. 
Becauſe judgment is not ſpeedily executed, therefore 
the hearts of the children of men are ſet in them t9 


do cuil. But remember, that a thouſand years with 


him are but as one day. Though judgments may be 
deferred jor a time, yet that does not ſay that ei- 
ther the fins are approved, or the finner forgiven : 
for he may be ſaying to us as of ofd, The cup of the 
Amorites is not yet full. It is dangerous to ruth u- 
pon the boſſes of God's buckler, or to tranſgreſs any 
of his precepts. Remember what became of Nadab 
and Abihu, for effering /trange fire unto the Lora, 
Levit. x. 1, 2; and what befell Uzziah for burning 
incenſe unto the Lord, 2 Chron. xxvi. 18-21. 

IV. Having ſhewn the ſinfulneſs of this pernicious 
ſcheme; evinced the diſpleaſure of Heaven againſt 
Sabbath-breakers ; and obviated the principal Pleas of 
the promoters of the ſcheme ; it gow remains that 
we addreſs the inhabitants of the city on this occa- 
ſion. Providence, by this diſpenſation, ſeems to be 
ſaying to the inhabitants of this place, as Moſes ſaid 


to 


E 
to Iſrael, ho 7- upon the Lord's fide ? Exod. xxxii. 
26. The inhabitants, we think, may be divided in- 


to three ſorts, viz. the promoters of the ſcheme; 


the oppoſets of it; and thoſe that are neutral or in- 
different. 

1. The promoters of the ſcheme. Permit me to 
addreſs you, and expoſtulate the matter a litile with 
you, of whatever rank or denomination you are; 
however zealous you may be in promoting this mat- 
ter, we hope you are ſti/i within the reach of reaſon. 
Well, you have, by your conduct in this matter, giv- 
en a negative anſwer to the above queſtion, viz. 
that you will oppoſe the Lord therein, trample upon 
his law, and profane his day, by alienating as much 
of it for vour ſecular affairs as you think proper. 
What we would ſay to you, on this occaſion, and 
at this time, is, do you really think the temporal ad- 
vantage you may imagine you will receive by this 
change of the poſt, will ſufficiently compenſate your 
loſs in incurring the divine diſpleaſure? We can 
aſſure you, though your advantage were ten thou- 
ſand times greater than it will be, it will not compen- 
ſate for one frown from the almighty : What will it 

rofit a man, tho' he gain thewhole world, if he loſe his 
own foul? Therefore, we beſeech you, ſtrive not 
with the Almighty : he will be avenged on his adver- 
faries, and take vengeance upon their inventions ; 
and wound the hoary ſcalp of thaſe that go on in their 
treſpalſes. Though you attempt to exalt yourſelves 
above God now, yet the day is coming, that you 
will be convinced he is above you. Conſider this 
matter, and the premiſes ; duely conſider this, ye that 
forget God, leaſt he tear you in preces, and there be 


| none to deliver, Pſal. I. 22. 


2. To you who are the «pp2/ers of this i iniquitous 
ſcheme, It is with real pleaſure we behold any ſtir- 
red up, at this juncture, to appear for God, in op- 


poling this impious device: perſevere in your 8 28 
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able reſolution, in uſing every habile method, to o- 
verturn this ſcheme, and make it prove abortive. Be 
not diſcouraged, in your undertaking, at any oppo- 
| ſition you may meet with. What though you ſhould 
| .not have the concurrence of thole who are in 
power and authority in the place, on your ſide? 
| You are embarked in a good caule; and as it is the 
Lord's, he will befriend it. You have the prayers of 
thoſe that fear God for your ſucceſs in this matter; 
and the effeftual fervent prayer of the righteous a- 
vaileth much, James v. 16, 17. Num. xiv. 19, 20. 
Call to mind the courage, fortitude, and magnanimi- 
| ty of our predeceſſors, who contended earne/ty for 
| ) the faith; and did it undauntedly even in the preſence 
| of crowned heads; witneſs the boldneſs of Mr 7ohrn 
Knox with Queen Mary. And our Lord himſelf 
ſays, He that confeſſeth me before men, him will 1 

confeſs before my Father which is in heaven, 
3. We come now to addreſs you who are indif- 
[ rent ſpectators of this matter. We might have ſpar- 
ed addreſſing you at all on this occaſion, and at once 
thrown you into the firſt claſs, viz. the promoters 
of the ſcheme; for it is certain, that they who are 
not for the Lord, will be againſt him; and he will 
ſpue the luke warm out of his mouth : but as we ex- 
pect better things, at leaſt of ſome of you, we (hall 
expoſtulate the matter alittle with you. Well then, ag 
Elijah faid to Iſrael, ſo ſay we to you, How long halt 
ye between two opinions If the Lord be God, follow 
bim: but if Baal, then follow him, 1 Kings xviii. 21, 
| If, therefore, this ſcheme, of turning the Lord's day 
| into a day of traffic and commerce, be for God, and 
his glory, then fall in with it, and promote it; but 
it it is for the promoting of Baal's, or Satan's inte- 
reſt [as certainly it is] then oppole it, oppoſe it with 
| all your might; ſay not a contederacy with the pro- 
moters of this ſcheme, neither join in affinity with 
them; leſt, if you be found in the enemy's. camp, 
| you ſhare of their plagues, Think ſeriouſly upon 
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mengof him will I be aſhamed before my Father whith 


is in heaven. We may ſay to you as Mordecai ſaid 


to Eſther, I you altegether hold your peace, at this: 


time, enlargement and deliverance may come from a. 
not her place, but you and your father's houſe ſhall be 


deſtroyed, Eſther iv. 14. | 
Upon the whole, my brethren, what would our 


worthy anceſtors ſay, (who firmly adhered to theſe 
precious truths, and many of them ſealed them with 
their blood) were they to ariſe, and behold how ma- 


ny of their degenerate poſterity are diſpoſed to give 
Jo. ealily up with them? Would they not be almoſt 
diſpoſed to reject us as a ſpurious — who are 


a diſgrace to their memory ? Let all be earneſtly be- 
ſeeched and obteſted, as they regard their immortal 


fouls, tender the favour of Heaven, and would not have 
a hand in provoking the Almighty to blaſt the proſ- 
perity of the city, and bring utter devaſtation upon 
the inhabitants, neither to comply with, nor give 
countenance unto, this wicked contrivance to pro- 
fane the Lord's day, and overturn all religion in 
principle and profeſſion. If you ſhould either com- 
ply with, or perſiſt in this heaven-daring wickedneſs, 
and contema all admonitions to the contrary, we 
take this, and all other alarms and warnings that 
you have got, either from the preſs or pulpit, ro wit- 
nels againſt you; yea, we take every letter you re- 
ceive, every letter you write, every commiſſion you 


give, every accompt you draw out, every bargain 


you conclude, on that holy day, to witneſs againſt 


you; nay, we take God, angels, men, and your own 
conſciences, ro witneſs, every one of you againſt a- 
nother to witneſs, that you have got warning, Upon 


your peril be it. Tour blood will be upon your own 
head. | 
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